
 
 

 
 
 
 

Chemistry 

Lab Technique 15: Testing for Odors 

Testing for odors can be a useful qualitative test.   

Holding the sample at a safe distance, waft 
(fan with hand) vapors toward nose.   

    
Note: Never smell a sample directly.  Some vapors might induce nausea, cause dizziness or may be 

toxic. 
 


